2009 Choir Tour

As many of you know, our school just got back from Choir Tour.  For those of you who don't know what that is, it's when our school choir travels out of state to churches, youth groups, retirement centers, Christian schools, etc. 

While we were on Choir Tour a certain verse kept coming up everywhere we went, 1 Timothy 4:12, which says, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”  This verse really did come up everywhere we went, from talking amongst ourselves in our meetings after each place we went, to having people we don’t know from other places talk about it while they were speaking.  As you can imagine, this verse turned into our verse for Choir Tour.  But it goes on to say in verses thirteen and fourteen, “Until I come, devote yourself to public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.  Do not neglect your gift, which was given to you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”  Those of you who went on last year’s Choir Tour remember it was more a repentance trip for our choir, but this year it seemed to be that God was working and revealing to us the callings He has for us.  

That really hit home for a lot of people, myself included.  For a long time I have felt that I was supposed to be this big shot writer for a magazine or a newspaper but within that last year God has been really working in me and telling me I’m called into ministry.  Of course I kept saying to myself, “No way, I can’t do that!”  I was so afraid and nervous that I didn’t know what to do and I just kept ignoring what God was telling me.  A few days into Choir Tour we went to a church for a youth group.  The man that was preaching said, “If you want to accept Christ as your Lord and Savoir or if you have fallen away from Him go to that corner of the room, if you know you want to change the world and help people but you aren’t called into some form of ministry go to that side of the room, and lastly, if you know YOU ARE CALLED INTO SOME SORT OF MINISTRY come up to the front.”  Out of nowhere I just got up and went to the front.  While at the alter I said to myself, “God, I’m not going to worry about this anymore, I trust you!”  Right then and there I felt this sense of peace come over me.  To make a very long story short, God really moved in that place that night and really spoke to a lot of us in the choir and really spoke to me about my calling.  

Again, 1 Timothy 4:12 says, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”  We are the generation that is going to change the world.  This has been said many times by our elders.  We need to step up and take on that role and not be afraid that we are young and what other people are going to think.  We need to set an example in life.  That really spoke to me.  In life we need to show who we are in Christ.  1 Timothy 4:13-14 says, “Until I come, devote yourself to public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.  Do not neglect your gift, which was given to you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”  We need to go into our schools reading the Scripture and letting God shine through us, public schools and Christian schools.  We can’t neglect the gifts God has given us. God has given us each a gift and we can’t run and hide from it.  
Matthew 5: 14-16 says, “You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  We are the light of this world and we shouldn’t be afraid of what people think about us or be afraid and just hid our gift.  We need to let it shine before men.  If we do that do you know how many people will see that and want it as well?  This Choir Tour really spoke that to me and it really opened my eyes.  Just because we are young doesn’t mean we can’t change the world and we shouldn’t be afraid of what people are going to think.  They’re going to see it and want it as well.
Sarah Stacey     Junior

